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Approved 
May 14, 2012 

	  
   MINUTES 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

BULLIS CHARTER SCHOOL 
 

102 West Portola Avenue, Los Altos, CA 94022 
 

May 7, 2012 
7:00 pm 

 
Regular Meeting 

 
I.  PRELIMINARY 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order by, Francis La Poll, Acting Board Chair at 7:00 pm. 

 
B. ROLL CALL 

Present            Absent    
  Peter Evans   (6/30/13)  __x____ ______ 
  Andrea Eyring    (6/30/13)  __x____ ______ 
  Anne Marie Gallagher  (6/30/14)  __x____ ______ 
  Janet Medlin  (6/30/14)  __x____ ______ 
  Francis La Poll   (6/30/12)  __x____ ______ 
  Ken Moore   (6/30/13)  ______  ___x___ 
  John Phelps  (6/30/12)  __x____ ______ 
 

C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA     
A motion to approve the agenda was made by Peter Evans, seconded by Anne Marie Gallagher and 
passed a vote of 6-0.  
 
 

II. COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 A. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
  Lynn Reed, BCS Science, Engineering Lab teacher, shared that fifteen BCS student competed in 

the Mountain-View Whistman School District Interschool Chess Tournament and placed 4th in the 
Senior (grades 4-8) Level and 3rd in the Junior (grades K-3) Level. 

  Jessica Morgan, BCS 5th Grade Teacher, Colorguard Advisor and “Mulan” Musical Director, 
expressed her appreciation for how teachers at BCS are valued beyond their classroom 
contributions. 

  Jessica Lura, BS 8th grade ELA/History Teacher, shared how students were so engaged and excited 
during the last App Design Intersession when they were able to learn from experts in the industry 
and given the opportunity to work in real-life settings while applying real-life skills.  For some 
students, app designing has become a passion and they are continuing working on their product 
even though Intersession has concluded. 

  Lisa Stone, BCS 7th grade ELA/History teacher thanked the Board for starting the middle school 
program which allows her to integrate the teaching of 21st century skills with the state grade level 
curricula. 

 
 
 
 

B. For Information:  Principal/Administrator’s Report 
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Superintendent/Principal Hersey, reported on a variety of school activities including: 
• Grades 6, 7 & 8 classes did well in the National Current Events League: Grade 6 placed 5th; 

Grade 7 placed 13th; and Grade 8 placed 5th.  Matthew Mellea (7th grade) tied for the 3rd 
highest individual national score 

• Staff members are presently reviewing the 2nd draft of the performance-based pay 
Continuum that now has samples of evidence, criteria for performance in each category, 
and monetary compensation associated with each category.  Superintendent/Principal 
Hersey has met with 37 staff members soliciting feedback and input on this process. 

• Upcoming events include: 
o “Once Upon A Mattress”, the grades 4-6 musical, will take place on May 10-12 at 

7:00 pm 
o Every class, grades 1-6, will be performing a production as a culminating project 

for Drama 
o The Bananaseed Book Fair will be held from May 14 – 18, 2012 
o Junior Olympics will take place on May 19th starting at 8:00 am 
o The first of three evenings of Spring Concerts will begin on May 14th with the 

choirs performing at 6:30 pm 
o The G-Clef & Treble Voices will be adjudicated at the CA Music Educator’s 

Association Festival on Saturday, May 12, 2012 
• The incoming Kindergarten play date took place last Sunday.  There are many excited and 

wonderful new families joining BCS next year. 
• BCS was recognized as one of 30 Bay Area schools “leading the way in innovation” as 

chosen by “a dozen education nonprofits, incubators, design thinkers, and other resources” 
in the recent San Francisco Magazine 

 
D. For Information: Board/Staff Discussions 

 
Peter Evans was encouraged to hear that how engaged the middle school students are as it is the 
main reason the program was started.  He expressed his support for BCS’s work on the 
performance-based compensation model.  Member Evans attended the New Schools Summit and 
went to a session that discussed strategies to help students be more resilient through the transition 
from middle school to high school; Member Evans also attended the SCCOE board meeting last 
Wednesday 
Anne Marie Gallagher reported that she attended the Santa Clara County Office of Education board 
meeting. 
Andrea Eyring also reported that she attended the Santa Clara County Office of Education board 
meeting. 
Acting Board Chair, Francis La Poll, read a joint statement issued by the Los Altos School District 
and Bullis Charter School: 

 
After five confidential mediation sessions, the Los Altos School District (LASD) and Bullis Charter 
School (BCS) have reached a tentative agreement to resolve their long-standing dispute over 
LASD’s allocation of facilities to BCS.  The tentative agreement will be presented, respectively, at 
the LASD Board of Trustees meeting and the Bullis Charter School Board meeting May 7. The 
meetings will be open for public comment.  

“Given the growth of the public student population, we need additional facilities to serve the needs 
of the 4,500 LASD students and 500 BCS students.  If we can finalize an agreement with BCS, we 
will be able to once again focus all of our resources—our time and our money--on enhancing our 
nationally acclaimed programs for our students,” said Mark Goines, President of the LASD Board 
of Trustees. “While we are required to keep the mediated discussions confidential, at this point we 
very much want to hear what the community has to say about the proposed agreement.” 
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“For nearly a decade, BCS students have lived with uncertainty about what the next year's 
facilities offer would provide,” said Ken Moore, President of the BCS Board of Directors  “This 
agreement will allow BCS to redirect considerable resources spent on annual facilities 
negotiations toward accelerating the pace of innovative program enhancements at the school.  We 
hope this will mark the beginning of an important healing process for our local community as we 
work together to insure a quality education for all local public school students.” 

The key terms of the tentative agreement are as follows: 

Both the LASD Board of Trustees and the BCS Board will support a Fall 2012 bond measure. 

If the bond measure passes, BCS will be provided one of the following existing LASD campuses 
starting with the 2013-2014 school year: Almond, Gardner Bullis, Santa Rita or Covington (an 
approximately 10.5 acre portion of that site to be allocated to BCS). 

If the bond measure passes, LASD plans to construct a new campus for the displaced LASD 
school. During construction of the new campus, the displaced school will be housed at school 
facilities on an existing LASD campus, following the same practice as previous district capital 
improvement efforts. 

BCS will be housed on its new campus for a 10-year period (or longer should options to extend 
the term be exercised), as long as BCS continues to have a minimum number of LASD students 
attending its school, during which period BCS will relinquish its right to request additional 
facilities from LASD under Proposition 39 in exchange for provisions to enable BCS to 
increase the students it serves while remaining on one site.   
 
If the bond measure fails, BCS would be provided one of the LASD campuses beginning with 
the 2014-2015 school year. LASD would likely consolidate its students on its existing facilities 
while seeking passage of a bond measure in 2014. 
 
Until it moves into its new campus, BCS will continue to run its entire program at the Egan 
campus, which will include certain additional facilities. 

Both parties will work in good faith as independent public school partners to resolve future 
issues through open and direct discussions, and will seek opportunities to interact in ways both 
believe will be beneficial to their respective students. 

The final terms of the agreement are still being negotiated.  The final agreement will be prepared 
for review and approval by both boards.  It is anticipated that the final agreement will be 
completed by June 4, 2012.  The final terms are also expected to include a waiver of all costs and 
fees expended to date by both sides in litigation.  
 
LASD Board Vice President Doug Smith noted the "extraordinary efforts made by all involved to 
get to this point."  Commented BCS Board Member Francis La Poll, "We are impressed by the 
fortitude of both teams to put the children first and bridge this enormous gap." 
 
LASD Superintendent Jeff Baier and Bullis Superintendent/Principal Wanny Hersey agreed “Being 
free from the annual Prop 39 process will allow District and Charter school personnel to focus 
exclusively on the success of our schools.  It means we will devote our undivided attention to 
enhancing student outcomes through innovative programs and dedication to continuously 
improving the classroom experience for our students.  Our students benefit directly whenever we 
can spend additional efforts finding innovative ways to help them collaborate, create, and grow as 
lifelong learners.”  
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III. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

The Superintendent/Principal recommends approval of all consent agenda items. 
 
1. Minutes   Approval of Minutes from the April 23, 2012 Board meeting. 
2. Minutes   Approval of Minutes from the April 30, 2012 Special Board meeting. 

 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
Consent items #1-2 were moved for approve by Andrea Eyring, seconded by Peter Evans and passed by a 
vote of 6-0. 
 

IV. INFORMATION/ACTION ITEMS 
 
1. Mandarin Program         

Merry Kuo, BCS Foreign Language Lead Teacher, introduced students Karina Halevy and Asha Jain 
who presented a portion of their award-winning speeches from the Chinese Language Teachers 
Association of California (CLTAC) Mandarin Speech Contest. 

 
2. BCS Invitational Junior Olympics 2012      

Jo Lansdown, BCS PE Teacher, provided an overview of the May 19, 2012 event that will be hosted at 
Foothill College by Bullis Charter School.  This year’s Junior Olympics will be attended by six charter 
schools and will boast over 800 K-8 competitors. 
 

3. Auditor Selection       
Andrea Eyring, Treasurer, presented and recommended approval of the contract of services from 
Vicenti, Lloyd & Stutzman to provide auditing and tax services for Bullis-Purissimi Elementary School 
for the year ended June 30, 2012.  John Phelps motioned to extend services for one year with Vicenti, 
Lloyd & Stutzman, as proposed in the contract.  The motion was seconded by Peter Evans and passed 
by a vote of 6-0. 

 
4. Site/Facilities/Proposition 39       

Ron Haley, Joan Mellea, Courtenay Corrigan, and Lisa Stone provided public comment. 
 
BCS board members expressed appreciation for those who have spent countless hours negotiating.  
While there is a lot more work that needs to be done, the Board stated it is imperative for everyone on 
all sides to remain positive and constructive.   

 
V. CLOSED SESSION 

The Board adjourned to Closed Session to consider and/or take action upon any of the following items: 
 

1. Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation (Subdivision (a) of Section 54956.9) 
Bullis Charter School vs. Los Altos School District 
Case No. H035195 

 
VI. PUBLIC SESSION – REPORT OUT OF CLOSED SESSION 

The meeting was reconvened to open session at 9:05 pm. Acting Board Chair, Francis La Poll, reported that 
no action had been taken. 
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned by Francis La Poll, Acting Board Chair, at 9:05 pm. 


