
 1 

Approved 
June 9, 2014 

 

    MINUTES  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
BULLIS CHARTER SCHOOL 

 
102 West Portola Avenue, Los Altos, Ca  94022 

Member Joe Hurd will be calling in from 
8609 Aponi Drive, Vienna, Virginia 22180 

 
June 2, 2014 

6:30 pm 
 

Regular Meeting 
 
I.  PRELIMINARY 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting was called to order by Ken Moore, Board Chair, at 6:36 pm. 

 
B. ROLL CALL 

Present            Absent    
  Jennifer Carolan (6/30/16)  __x*____ ______ 
  Peter Evans   (6/30/15)  __x____ ______ 
  Andrea Eyring    (6/30/16)  __x____ ______ 
  Joe Hurd   (6/30/14)  __x____ ______ 
  Janet Medlin  (6/30/14)  __x____ ______ 
  Francis La Poll   (6/30/15)  __x____ ______ 
  Ken Moore   (6/30/14)  __x____ ______ 
  John Phelps  (6/30/15)  __x____ ______ 
  Sang Yoo  (6/30/16)  __x____ ______ 
 
 Joe Hurd participated by teleconference 

*  Jennifer Carolan arrived at 8:35 pm 
 
C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA     

Agenda IV. 2 BCS 2014-2015 Budget should read, “The Board will review the proposed 2014-15 
budget.” 
A motion to approve the agenda, as amended, was made by Andrea Eyring, seconded by John 
Phelps, and passed by a vote of 8-0.   

 
II. COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 A. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS:  
  No one wished to address the board 
 

B. For Information:  Principal/Administrator’s Report 
Principal Jocelyn Lee reported on a variety of school events including:  

• The Choir Concert was a huge hit.  Everyone, including the Chinese students visiting from 
Dujiangyan, was really impressed, and we received many emails praising David Belles. 

• The BCS Open House and 10-Year Anniversary celebration took place last week.  The 
classrooms all looked amazing and were full of parents; the Art Show included pieces from 
every student and highlighted what they learned during the year, including projects from 
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the STEAM curricula; and activities such as tile painting and the photo booth were very 
popular.  The entire evening was a huge success.  

• The grade level music concerts showed the evolution of what Kindergarteners were 
learning what the 6th graders were capable of.  Coming up next week is the Instrumental 
Music concert as well as two dance performances. 

• The Kinder playdate was well attended and provided an opportunity for the new families to 
connect with each other.  

 
Assistant Principal Alison Schwartzbaum shared that the Junior Olympics took place on 
Sunday.  This event, a tremendously collaborative effort between 6 charter schools, went really 
well due to the amazing teams of parent volunteers.  The students had fun and the other schools 
were very thankful to BCS for hosting.  The JO epitomizes the spirit of the parents and staff at 
BCS.  

 
Superintendent/Principal Wanny Hersey reported on a variety of school events including: 
• Thank you to Emily Nelson and the 10-Year Anniversary Committee for the wonderful 

event. It was a joyful evening with over 1,000 alumi, former families, community 
members, parents and staff in attendance. 

• Thank you to Alison Schwartzbaum for chairing the very successful Junior Olympics 
committee.  The entire Junior Olympics committee worked tremendously hard to ensure 
that the day went smoothly and was fun for everyone. 

• The Chalk Mural contest will take place on June 6th during House meetings. 
• John Waechter, the 58th person to ever reach the top of all 7 summits will be presenting at 

the Friday assemblies on June 6th.  
• The 7th graders’ “Midsummer Night’s Dream” production will take place on June 10, 11 

and 12, 2014. 
• The 8th grade Culmination Celebration will take place on June 12th at 1:30 pm.  
• The Distinguished School Awards Ceremony, where the BCS choir has been asked to 

perform, will take place on June 13, 2014. 
• The 8th grade Culmination Project presentation was a wonderful opportunity for the 

students to share their digital portfolios and artifacts demonstrating what they have learned 
specific to the BCS attributes with peer and outside review teams. One of the reviewers, a 
new BCS parent, felt compelled to write a letter to the Santa Clara County Board of 
Education after working with the students: 

 
Dear Santa Clara County Board of Education, 
 
I am a parent of a Bullis 7th grader and I recently spent time one-on-one with four 8th 
grade students at Bullis Charter School where I experienced their “culmination” 
presentations. It was simply amazing. I have worked with students of all ages as a 
volunteer for 15 years and have never seen students with such confidence and self-
awareness. Several students discussed areas in which they struggled academically. These 
students took responsibility for not working diligently as they could in the past. Coming to 
Bullis each received the support and encouragement they needed to step up and master 
the subject despite their history. As another example, a student who had attended Almond 
school in Los Altos, was always middle of road so she didn’t get much attention from her 
teachers at Almond, but at Bullis she was encouraged to achieve her “personal best”. Each 
student spoke about their approach to improving their abilities regardless of having been at 
the bottom, at the top, or at the middle of their class before coming to Bullis.  
 
The students also spoke about their future career plans and their desire to make a 
difference in the world, not just plain ambition but a desire to move through life doing what 
they felt was important for their career satisfaction. This is something many of us spend 
years figuring out in our careers. To put some context around this, I have two kids who 
attended schools in the Los Altos District: Loyola school (K-6, K-4), Oak school (5-6), Blach 
intermediate (7-8), so I feel I have some ability to compare Bullis with the district schools. 
While my children have enjoyed the occasional great teacher what Bullis achieves is 
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consistently top notch and remarkable. My son started at Bullis as a 7th grader this fall and 
I didn’t know what to expect but he still arrives home every day HAPPY to be in school. 
Challenged and working harder than he ever has, but happy. The atmosphere, true 
dedication to excellence, focus on the whole child is nothing short of remarkable. There are 
English learners in my son’s class, but they receive the attention they need. The dedicated 
teaching staff holds office hours after school, engages in interactive modes of teaching and 
finds ways to help each child. I feel so fortunate to have tried Bullis Charter School. The 
level of education and focus is the best I have ever experienced after 12 years of classes 
in Los Altos schools. 
 
While there is a never-ending battle for facilities and fair treatment of Bullis school, let us 
not lose site of the quality of education and quality of citizenship that Bullis is bringing to 
our kids. That the teaching staff and leadership do this despite the bitter Los Altos School 
Board environment keeping their dedication and focus on the kids. I am grateful everyday 
that the charter school has worked hard to exist and provide these outstanding 
opportunities for our community. I am a long time supporter of public education and 
attended public school in the San Jose Unified district, public undergraduate school (UC 
Berkeley), and public graduate school (University of Arizona).  
 
Sincerely, 
Dr. Nina Bhatti 

 
• Jennifer Anderson-Rosse, Teacher on Special Assignment, and teachers Rebecca Witmer 

and Dana Pagnan updated the Board on BCS’s participation in the Math Assessment 
Collaborative (MAC), assessments developed by the Silicon Valley Math Initiative that are 
aligned to the Mathematical Practices and the Common Core.  Every BCS teacher, grades 
K-8, administered MAC tasks to their students, scored and analyzed student work in grade 
level teams, and participated in the Lesson Study cycle based on assessment data in order 
to improve student outcomes and teaching practices. Superintendent/Principal Hersey 
commended all BCS teachers for their commitment to being members of the BCS 
professional learning community and for the 100% participation in the peer observation 
cycles.  She noted that this level of engagement and willingness to critique and support one 
another’s teaching practice does not commonly happen in schools. 

 
D. For Information: Board/Staff Discussions 

Andrea Eyring shared that two of her children, along with other BCS students, volunteered on the 
Day of Service helping seniors with technology.  This event was sponsored in partnership with 
Egan and the Palo Alto Medical Foundation. 
 
Member Francis La Poll reported that the ad hoc nominating committee has met and has some 
great potential nominees whom they are reaching out to. 
 
Member Peter Evans attended one of the grade level Spring Concerts.  He was impressed by the 
students’ abilities from self-accompanying to performing in four different languages and talking 
about “modes”.  Mr. Evans wanted to acknowledge the music teachers who put the concerts 
together. 
 
Member John Phelps attended the Choir Concerts.  He reported that the standing room only 
performance was amazing  

 
III. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

1. Minutes   Approval of the May 19, 2014 Board Meeting minutes 
 
The May 19, 2014 draft minutes will be moved to the June 9, 2014 Board meeting. 
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IV. INFORMATION/ACTION ITEMS 
 

1. Board Meeting Calendar        
Francis La Poll moved for the following summer board meeting dates: 

• July 28, 2014 
• August 18, 2014 

With a second from John Phelps, the motion passed by a vote of 8-0 
 

2. BCS 2014-2015 Budget 
Finance Secretary Eyring shared that the Finance Committee has met to review the budget for the 
2014-2015 school year and recommends approval.  She also reported that Tony Shen from Edtec is 
taking a leave of absence. Peter Laub, Executive Vice President and Senior Client Manager, will step in 
during Tony’s absence.  
  
Yoon Chang, Edtec, provided an update of the state budget including the Governor’s May revise and an 
overview of the 2014-2015 budget.   
 
A motion to adopt the BCS 2014-2015 Budget was made by Francis La Poll, seconded Peter Evans, 
and passed by a vote of 8-0.   
 

V. CLOSED SESSION 
The Board moved to Closed Session to consider and/or take action upon any of the following items: 

 
1. Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation (Subdivision (a) of Section 54956.9) 

Bullis Charter School vs. Los Altos School District 
Case No. 109CV144569 
 

2. Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation (Subdivision (a) of Section 54956.9) 
Bullis Charter School vs. Los Altos School District 
Case No. 112CV232187 
 

3. Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation (Subdivision (a) of Section 54956.9) 
Bullis-Purissima Elementary School vs. Los Altos School District 
Case No. 113CV245684 
 

4. Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation (Subdivision (a) of Section 54956.9) 
Bullis-Purissima Elementary School vs. Los Altos School District 
Case No. 113CV255506 
 

5. Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation (Subdivision (a) of Section 54956.9) 
Eric Lundberg v. Bullis Charter School 
Case No. 113CV252855 
 

6. Conference with Legal Counsel – Anticipated Litigation (1 Case)(G.C. 54956.9) 
 

7. Public Employee Performance Evaluation  (Section 54957) 
Superintendent/Principal 

 
VI. PUBLIC SESSION – REPORT OUT OF CLOSED SESSION 

The meeting was reconvened to open session at 9:58 pm.  Ken Moore, Board Chair, reported that no action 
had been taken. 

 
VII. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned by Ken Moore, Board Chair, at 9:58 pm. 


